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H.E. Gloria Macapagal Arroyo
President of the Republic of the Philippines
Malacanang Palace
JP Laurel Street, San Miguel
Manila, Philippines
Fax: (+632)742-1641/929-3968

Dear President Arroyo,

Stop Trade Union Repression and Political Killings in the Philippines

Ver.di – Public Services Union is writing to express its deepest concern at
the continued and alarming trade union and political repression in the
Philippines. Since your government came to power in 2001, there have
been over 700 victims of political killings including more than 60 leaders,
members, organisers and supporters of trade unions and informal workers.

Ver.di – Public Services Union is equally concerned about other cases of
trade union and human rights violations such as abductions, harassment,
intimidation, threats, illegal arrests and militarization in the workplaces and
communities. On 25 February 2006, 73 year-old Crispin Beltran, Chair of
Kilusang Mayo Uno (KMU), member of Congress, and union organiser,
was arrested under sedition charges. Although at the beginning of March
the courts had ordered his release, he remains in detention to this date.
Annie Geron, PSLINK General Secretary and PSI Vice-President for the
Asia-Pacific Region, was issued with a transfer order to a remote area of
the country after filing a complaint of corruption against her employer.
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Ver.di- Public Services Union strongly condemns and denounces political
killings as the worst form of political repression. We call on you, Madame
President, as the Commander in Chief of the Armed Forces of the
Philippines to immediately take concrete steps to stop the the political
killings, harassment, intimidation and all forms of trade union and political
repression committed against leaders, members, organizers and
supporters of trade union organizations and informal workers.

We will continue to monitor the situation in the Philippines. and will be
urging our respective government to withdraw support and stop giving
financial aid to the Philippine government, until political killings and other
forms of human rights violations in your country are stopped.

Yours sincerely,

Frank Bsirske
President



Copies:
Hon. Chairperson Dr. Purificacion Quisumbing
The Commission on Human Rights
SAAC Building, Commonwealth Avenue
U.P. Complex, Diliman, Quezon City
Fax: +632 929-0102, Email: drpvq@chr.gov.ph

Hon. Sec. Avelino Cruz
Department of National Defense
Camp Aguinaldo, EDSA, 1110 Quezon City
Email: snd@dnd.gov.ph
Fax: (+632) 911 6213

Sen. Manny Villar
Senate President
Rm. 602 GSIS Bldg., Financial Center, Roxas Blvd., Pasay City
Trunk Lines: (632) 552-6601 to 80 loc. 6507 - 09 / 6511
Direct Line: (632) 552-6715
Fax No.: (632) 552-6734
Email: mb_villar@yahoo.com
Website: www.mannyvillar.com.ph

Hon. Arturo Brion
Secretary
Department of Labor and Employment
7th Floor, DOLE Building
Muralla Street, Intramuros, Manila, PHILIPPINES
Phone: (632) 527-300 loc. 701-704, 706-707
Fax: (632) 527-2121; (632) 527-2131; (632) 527-5523
Email: osec@dole.gov.ph

PSI Head Office: rights@world-psi.org
PSI Singapore: lohyh@aupe.org.sg
PSI Affiliates in the Philippines: annie.geron@pslink.org; afw@info.com.ph;
ciu@bayands1.com; eso_hdmfpgea@yahoo.com; meu@vcis.net.ph;
ed_borela@yahoo.com
KMU International Department: kmuid@tri-isys.com


